


Wenham Country Club – Men’s Golf Committee Meeting






October 1, 2007


The Men’s Golf Committee met at WCC on October 1, 2007 at 6:30pm.  The following members were present:  John Aucone, Ralph Brown, Dave Leonard, George Carter, Jim Sauchuk, Jeff Conley, John Paddol and Jim Bucci.  Head golf pro Darin Chin-Aleong also attended the meeting.


The Committee met with a member who expressed concern that he had been penalized for not completing the fall fourball.  The member was not in agreement with the Committee’s decision to penalize him by not allowing him to play in the next major tournament.  He explained to the Committee that he did not know the partner he played with but agreed to play as the guy had signed up as looking for a partner.  During the first day of play it appeared that the individual could not play to his handicap (a matter being addressed by the Committee) and that being the case the member did not want to continue playing and dropped out.  The Committee explained that all players who sign up agree to play and that it is unfair to the field to drop out.  There were four players who did drop out and all are being penalized.  It was further explained that other than a family or medical emergency, there are no valid reasons to drop out and the committee is responsible for making sure all rules are met.  The committee reaffirmed its decision to the member in question.


Dave Leonard proposed a tournament rules sheet that all members playing in a tournament in 2008 would be required to follow.  The rules were in place for 2007 but Dave suggested that by having all members read and sign that they were in agreement would place added emphasis.  The items covered in the rules include:  the player’s commitment to play the entire event; only valid reasons for withdrawal each of which will be reviewed by the committee; no tolerance for no-shows; and weather – as long as the course is deemed playable by the club house the tournament will proceed and players are committed to play.  The Committee unanimously agreed.

The Committee discussed the distribution of tournament winnings.  Numerous members questioned the payout of the final positions with those earning often being under $3.  Darin explained his rational of paying a set percentage of the field and that ties often led to the low payouts at the end.  The Committee asked Darin to consider changing the format to increase the top pay and pay down to about $7 for the final paid spot.  Darin indicated that he could make that change and it will be made for 2008.  


The committee asked about how the stroke holes were determined at WCC.  Darin was not sure exactly how it occurred in the past but explained the process which is quite complicated.  It involves a review of hundreds of scores for each hole, generally 600 or more from players of all handicap levels.  The intent is then to create handicap equity and allow a lower handicap player the opportunity to use the difference in handicaps.  Darin cited the 10th hole as an example where many players do not record par on the hole and thus a lower handicapped player has an opportunity to compete on the hole.  

Two new members were added to the Committee for 2008, John Winskowicz and Peter Simonsen.


The handbook for 2008 was reviewed.  One possible change is to with the club championships.  A 36 hole men’s final in the championship flight was discussed and favored by the committee.  A final decision will be made at the next meeting.  The Committee also discussed changing the various flights from eight players per flight to sixteen per flight.  The change may require altering dates but the committee wants to make the change.  


The Committee discussed the posting of scores again and reiterated its position that a 65 will be posted for any player not posting tournament scores.  While there have been some concerns about the merits of the posting, the Committee intends to continue the practice as it has helped with the overall goal of having all scores posted.


A discussion followed concerning a member who did not post scores and as a result had three 65’s posted for the fall fourball.  Shortly following the posting of those scores, sixteen other scores were posted for that member in a single day.  The in-house GHIN system can identify when scores were posted.  The Committee will send a letter to the member informing the member of the incident.  The Committee will address time limits on the posting of all scores and establish the number of days players have to post a score.  


Rakes for the bunkers are to be placed in the bunker and that will be included in the book for next year. 


The Committee toasted Darin on his upcoming wedding on October 12th.  The meeting was then adjourned.

