Wenham Tournament Committee Meeting, June 11, 2007

The Tournament Committee met on June 11, 2007 at 6:30pm.  The following members were present:  John Aucone, John Paddol, Jim Bucci, Jeff Conley, Dave Leonard, Ralph Brown and Head Pro Darin Chin-Aleong.


Spring Fourball:  The committee reviewed the recently completed spring fourball competition.  The event went well with four flights being played with flight assignments being based on the combined handicaps of the teams.  There were several byes which were drawn randomly.  Tee times were split with the lower handicap groups going out first on Saturday and the higher groups first on Sunday.  Sunday play was much slower.  A four team three hole elimination playoff involved the winners of each flight to determine the Spring Fourball Championship.  


The major issue of discussion at the meeting involved the posting of scores for the event.  It was decided during the first round on Saturday that scores would not be posted.  The rationale was that due to the nature of the event many guys will pick up on a given hole with their partner in for a lower score.  There is a defined way to stroke in on such situations but it was felt that that information was not well know amongst the participants and thus posting would not occur.  Any scores that were posted were removed from the GHIN system.  This situation will be resolved through efforts to instruct all members on how to stroke in and in the future all scores will be posted.

A secondary concern was pace of play with a couple of groups not keeping up the pace.  A ranger will be used in upcoming events and slow play will not be tolerated.


ABCD events:   The recent holiday tournament of May 28th as well as the experience of recent ABCD events led to a discussion on determining pairings.  Teams will be set based on USGA handicaps.  For example, a one hundred player field will result in the lowest twenty-five players being the A players.  The B players are the next twenty-five with #26 paired with #25 and down to #50  with #1.  The same process will be used for the C and D players with some tweaking in the couples events to insure that husbands and wives are not on the same team.   The May 28th holiday tournament pairings had some issues with several teams having two A players.  
The 15 handicap differential in couples events was discussed.  There was no reason why the practice has been in use and for this year it will be abandoned and actual handicaps will be used.  The Mixed Club Championship format will change to a Chapman style.  Both players will tee off and then play each others ball.  At that point a decision will be made and the players will use the alternate shot format into the hole.


Men’s Division Website  Dave Leonard will start up the men’s web site.  Larry Smith’s son, Ben Smith, has volunteered to set up the web site and Dave will manage it.  


Rules Night  A rules night is tentatively planned for an evening in July.  Darin will put out a sign up sheet and if there is sufficient interest the event will be held.


Men’s Group Lessons – There was a suggestion of holding some group lessons for men, similar to the program with women.  The consensus was that it would not be as successful as the women’s program and there is a scheduling issue.  The idea was dropped.

Member-Guest Handicaps  There was a lengthy discussion of establishing handicaps for guests in the member guest who do not have a handicap.  Technically guests without a cap play at scratch.  The Committee was of the opinion that we could rely on the integrity of the member to set the proper handicap.  It could not exceed 20 and would be played at 90%.


Member-Member  The Member-member tournament will remain a two man best ball event.  The only change in format will involve the pairings.  In past years the pairings for Saturday and Sunday would be the same.  This year the teams will changed so that you don’t play with the same team on Sunday that you did on Saturday.  Tee times will be blindly drawn on Thursday, July 5th. 


Posting of Scores  There has been a lot of progress on the requirement to post all scores and it has been monitored.  Anyone not posting from now on will be warned once with their name identified.  A second offense will result in their score being posted at even par, 65.  

